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dwellings, food, domestic habits and customs, religion and superstitions, games 
and pastimes, and social classifications; also the commerce and products of 
China in general, its administration, currency system, weights and measures. 

The special chapters deal, each, with an individual province as a unit whose 
natural conditions, economic status and possibilities are studied from geograph- 
ical and economical or political points of view. The great colonial problems 
are placed in the foreground, and special attention is paid to the question why 
France does not in the Far East occupy a position which would correspond to 
its importance in Europe as one of the competing powers. One of the principal 
causes of this discrepancy, according to the author, is a certain lack of enter- 
prise and persistency in the French character. The French are valiant con- 
querors, but they lack the qualities which make successful colonists. In Shang- 
hai, for instance, the American and English quarters are hustling markets, 
abodes of live, business men ; the French one is a quiet and dignified adminis- 
trative center, the home of a number of functionaries. Moreover, the petty 
avarice of the average middle-class Frenchman, while it makes thousands of 
small capitalists in France, proves fatal abroad, where broadmindedness, initi- 
ative, and enterprise alone can make a man or a nation successful. It is owing 
to this parsimony that French firms, as a rule, do not maintain agencies abroad, 
nor advertise properly, nor offer free samples, nor encourage their clerks to 
learn the language of their customers, as the competing nations do. The result 
is that French imports into China have decreased considerably in proportion 
as those of Germany, America, and Japan have increased, so that silk ribbons are 
now the only article of which France still holds a certain monopoly. 

The influence of Japan, especially, is increasing by leaps and bounds, and 
not along commercial lines only. The Chinese press is largely in the hands of 
Japanese agents. Most of its literature, even when of European origin, comes 
from the same source: in the library of a distinguished Chinese scholar, foi 
instance, the author found Montesquieu's "Esprit des Lois," Rousseau's "Contrat 
Social," and Karl Marx's works, in Japanese editions, published in Japan for 
the use of the Chinese. Under these circumstances one cannot wonder at the 
recent political changes, although the author himself did not expect them to take 
place so soon. He witnessed, however, the first manifestation of a united mod- 
ern China — the Nankin Exposition of 1910. While it was not much heard of 
abroad — being indeed not much more than a huge county fair of products of 
the Yangtse valley — it was nevertheless gotten up in direct imitation of Western 
models, under Japanese influence, and it marked an epoch in the development 
of China. It was not only because on this occasion the gorgeously dressed 
mandarins were seen, for the first time in Chinese history, officiating side by 
side with the reformers in black frock coats at its solemn opening — similar in- 
congruities could be seen almost everywhere in the exposition — but because this 
assemblage, in the old Ming capital, of products from every part of the country, 
and the gathering together of people from every corner of it, meant the first 
concerted action of modern Chinese thought and feeling, which has since worked 
such astonishing revolutions. As a study of the most important part of China 
immediately before the revolution, the book is very interesting geographically 
and economically. Martha Krug Gent-he. 

British-India. 1600-1838. (The English People Overseas, Vol. II). By 
A. Wyatt Tilby. 2S6 pp. Constable & Co., Ltd., London, 191 1. 4s. 6d. 

8 x *.% 

This work is the story of the inception of British rule in the great peninsula, 
the resistance of the metropolis to the imperial idea and the stress of circum- 
stances which made a company of merchants in Leadenhall street masters, 
always reluctant and always incapable, of the destinies of millions. By adopt- 
ing the artificial limit of 1828, the year of the last Maratha war, as the end of 
this study we are left with imperialism still in the struggle, the Honorable East 
India Company is still in the course of that almost divine system of blundering, 
for it seems impossible that mere men could make such errors, which led to the 
Mutiny and out of it to the establishment of acknowledged empire. Histories 
of British India we have in abundance, but this is in a class by itself. It is 
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invaluable for the study of the growth of the imperial idea, whose problems 
Great Britain is as yet far from having settled on a scientific base. 

This work is of great value as a corrective to that history of India which is 
written in terms of war and victories. It shows how empire was forced upon 
a trading nation without thought of glory, how little prepared they were for 
its responsibilities, how little even at the present day, and in far greater case 
ourselves, fall short of a reasonable scheme of administration. 

William Churchill. 

The Irrigation of Mesopotamia. By Sir W. Willcocks. 136 pp. 46 plans 
and maps in portfolio. E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd., London, 191 1. 10% x 7. 

It is likely that the engineers on Sir William Willcocks's staff little realized 
at the outset of their operations how hampered they were to be in their field 
work. That they were able to cope successfully with the obstacles met is amply 
proven by this book, which is primarily an exemplary technical report. Viewed 
from the irrigation engineer's standpoint, its thoroughness reflects credit on its 
compilers. Some of the data it contains, such as costs of materials, wages, and 
transportation rates, will doubtless be of value to others than those who are 
interested in the vast irrigation scheme considered. The gain accruing to science 
from the industrial information afforded by its text is by no means slight. Sec- 
tions of it taken together, form a veritable preliminary contribution to our 
knowledge of Mesopotamian hydrography. 

The report has a cartographic importance of particular interest. The 
Mesopotamia with which it deals is "the true delta of the rivers Euphrates and 
Tigris, and comprises the country traversed by the two rivers and their branches 
southwards of Hitt, on the Euphrates, and Samarra, on the Tigris." No com- 
plete map of this region exists so far, no levelling having been undertaken be- 
fore the advent of Sir William Willcocks's assistants. The work of the party's 
surveyors, as reflected in their maps therefore provides new material which can 
be made available for the compilation of a regional map. It is to be regretted 
that owing to the limited time at the disposal of the engineering parties, no 
triangulation points could be established. The joint achievement of the four 
survey parties has resulted in the preparation of sections of the first 1:50,000 
map of the delta on which elevations are referred to mean sea level, the de- 
termination of which was obtained at Khor Abdallah, south of Basra, on two 
consecutive days. The traverses (plane table, tacheometer and magnetic needle) 
run down the Tigris and Euphrates and the center of the country, added to the 
cross-traverses between the two rivers, will permit plotting of geographic units 
with a greater degree of accuracy than has been hitherto attained. 

A mere perusal of the book suffices to reveal the fact that considerations of 
a geographic nature, as such, were not foremost in the mind of its several con- 
tributors. Nevertheless, it often happens that the geographer is enabled to add 
to his store of information by having recourse to the results obtained by trained 
men of the type present in Sir William Willcocks's parties. An excellent in- 
stance in point is that of appendices C and F dealing with the agricultural pos- 
sibilities of Mesopotamia. Both contain material of value. The contents of 
appendices D and E will likewise appeal to the student of climatology despite 
their brevity. A note of human interest is awakened by this report on the pres- 
ent effort to reclaim this region's former economic importance. 

Leon Dominian. 

EUROPE 

Edinburgh Revisited. By James Bone. Drawings by Hanslip Fletcher, 
viii and 263 pp. Ills. J. B. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia, 1911. $5. nj^xg. 

A particular surprise awaits the reader of this volume. Certainly it does 
bear the outward guise of an ornamental book, a parlor table luxury; yet it is 
necessary to read but a few pages at random to discover that the author had 
a worthy purpose and that he has carried it out with careful attention, that the 
work of the draughtsman is narrowly held to the same theme, and it must be 
confessed that the subjugation of the illustrator is the greatest victory of the 



